IS    POLAND    LOST?

The announcement was preceded by a long
conference at Berchtesgaden between Herr Hitler,
Herr von Ribbentrop, and the sinister Herr von
Papen, German Ambassador to Turkey, who had
just returned from a secret visit to Moscow.
Here was a bombshell indeed! The Franco-
British-Soviet diplomatic and military ctalks*
were still proceeding in Moscow, and there had
been not the slightest hint on either side, least
of all on the Russian, that they were to be
broken off. Indeed, while London and Paris
were recovering from the shock, the staff talks
continued.

Everyone knew that war was now inevitable,
though there was still a faint hope in some quarters
that the announcement did not mean what it did
mean. The attitude of the British Government
was expressed in a Cabinet statement issued after
a meeting:

*The Cabinet at their meeting to-day con-
sidered the international situation in all its
bearings. In addition to a report that had been
received as to military movements in Germany,
the Cabinet took note of the report that a non-
aggression pact between the German and
Soviet Governments was about to be concluded.
They had no hesitation in deciding that such
an event would in no way affect their obligations
to Poland, which they have repeatedly stated
in public and which 'they are determined to
fulfil'